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The Scarlet Letter is an 1850 romantic work of fiction in a historical setting, written by Nathaniel
Hawthorne. It is considered to be his magnum opus. Set in 17th-century Puritan Boston, Massachusetts
during the years 1642 to 1649, it tells the story of Hester Prynne, who conceives a daughter through an
adulterous affair and struggles to create a new life of repentance and dignity. Throughout the book,
Hawthorne explores themes of legalism, sin, and guilt.

[In popular culture]

The Scarlet Letter has been adapted to numerous films, plays and operas and remains frequently referenced
in modern popular culture. The Scarlet Letter was also the basis for the 2010 film Easy A, the story of Olive
Penderghast (Emma Stone) who experiences the same isolation Hester Prynne undergoes in the novel, but in
a reversed way. In the film, she was originally singled out for being the only virgin girl on campus, and
becomes popular after she tells the school that she had sex with a homosexual male classmate, who was also
picked on for his sexuality. The plot of the novel The Brooklyn Follies by Paul Auster revolves around the
manuscript of The Scarlet Letter.

Nathaniel Hawthorne, American novelist and essayist, was born on July 4, 1804, at Salem, Massachusetts.
His father, a master mariner, died early, and the boy grew up in a lonely country life with his mother. He
graduated at Bowdoin College, but his literary impulse had already declared itself, and he retired to Salem to
write, unsuccessfully for many years. Later he held subordinate official positions in the custom-house at
Salem, and lived for a few months in the Brook Farm socialistic community. Severing his connection with
the Civil Service in 1841, it was Nathaniel Hawthorne's intention to devote himself entirely to literature. In
this he was unsuccessful, and in a short while was forced to accept a position in the custom-house again, this
time as surveyor in his native town of Salem. It was during this period he wrote "The Scarlet Letter,"
published in 1850, which immediately brought him fame, and still remains the most popular of his novels.
Hawthorne himself has described how the story came to be written. The discovery of an old manuscript by a
former surveyor, and a rag of scarlet cloth, which, on careful examination, assumed the shape of a letter--the
capital A--gave a reasonably complete explanation of the whole affair of "one Hester Prynne, who appeared
to have been rather a noteworthy personage in the view of our ancestors." Nathaniel Hawthorne died on May
18, 1864.
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From reader reviews:

Coleen Isabel:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question simply because
just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this particular The Scarlet Letter [Special Illustrated Edition]
[Annotated with Criticisms and Interpretations ] [Literary History And Criticism] [Free Audio Links] to read.

Kimberly Dyer:

This The Scarlet Letter [Special Illustrated Edition] [Annotated with Criticisms and Interpretations ]
[Literary History And Criticism] [Free Audio Links] book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is
in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this book incredible
fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. That The
Scarlet Letter [Special Illustrated Edition] [Annotated with Criticisms and Interpretations ] [Literary History
And Criticism] [Free Audio Links] without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical
in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry The Scarlet Letter [Special Illustrated Edition] [Annotated with
Criticisms and Interpretations ] [Literary History And Criticism] [Free Audio Links] can bring when you are
and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it with your lovely
laptop even mobile phone. This The Scarlet Letter [Special Illustrated Edition] [Annotated with Criticisms
and Interpretations ] [Literary History And Criticism] [Free Audio Links] having fine arrangement in word
and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Christopher Jorge:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
The Scarlet Letter [Special Illustrated Edition] [Annotated with Criticisms and Interpretations ] [Literary
History And Criticism] [Free Audio Links], it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.



Edward Reed:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Scarlet Letter [Special Illustrated
Edition] [Annotated with Criticisms and Interpretations ] [Literary History And Criticism] [Free Audio
Links] book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand
by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing
skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question The Scarlet Letter [Special Illustrated Edition]
[Annotated with Criticisms and Interpretations ] [Literary History And Criticism] [Free Audio Links] as
good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge
book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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