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James Salter’s exalted place in American letters is based largely on the intense admiration of other writers,
but his work resonates far beyond the realm of fellow craftsmen, addressing themes--youth, war, erotic love,
marriage, life abroad, friendship--that speak to us all.

Following the publication of his first novel, Salter left behind a military career of great promise to write full-
time and--through decades of searching, exacting work--became one of American literature’s master stylists.
Only months before he died, at the age of eighty-nine, he agreed to serve as the first Kapnick Writer-in-
Residence at the University of Virginia, where he composed and delivered the three lectures presented in this
book and introduced by his friend and fellow novelist, National Book Award-winning author John Casey.

Salter speaks to us here with an easy intimacy, sharing his unceasing enchantment with the books that made
up his reading life, including works by Balzac, Flaubert, Babel (whose prose is "like a handful of radium"),
Dreiser, Céline, Faulkner. These talks provide an invaluable opportunity to see the way in which a great
writer reads. They also offer a candid look at the writing life--the rejection letters, not one but two negative
reviews in the New York Times for the same book, writing in the morning or at night and worrying about
money during the long afternoons.

Salter raises the question, Why does one write? For wealth? For admiration, or a sense of "importance"?
Confronting a blank sheet that always offers too many choices, practicing a vocation that often demands one
write instead of live, the answer for Salter was creating a style that captured experience, in a world where
anything not written down fades away.
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From reader reviews:

Dominic Maddock:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the The Art of Fiction (Kapnick
Lectures) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Victor Havens:

The reserve untitled The Art of Fiction (Kapnick Lectures) is the guide that recommended to you to study.
You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that publisher use
to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when write
the book, so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly
get the e-book of The Art of Fiction (Kapnick Lectures) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free
time.

Shelly Reder:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Art of Fiction (Kapnick
Lectures) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Alvin Reed:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So
you know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something
by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this
The Art of Fiction (Kapnick Lectures).
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