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This book is the only existing biography of Pope Benedict XVI, born Joseph Aloysius Ratzinger on April 16,
1927, in southern Bavaria. Comprehensive in scope and intimate in content, it provides a vivid blow-by-blow
of the controversies that have wracked the Catholic Church during the past twenty years: Liberation
theology, birth control, women's ordination, inclusive language, "radical feminism," homosexuality, religious
pluralism, human rights in the church, and the roles of bishops and theologians.

One man has stood at the dead center of all these controversial issues: Joseph Ratzinger. A teenage American
POW as the Third Reich crumbled and a progressive wunderkind at the Second Vatican Council, Ratzinger,
for twenty years, has been head of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (until 1908 known as the
Sacred Congregation of the Roman and Universal Inquisition, or Holy Office). The book goes a long way
toward explaining the central enigma surrounding Ratzinger: How did this erstwhile liberal end up as the
chief architect of the third great wave of repression in Catholic theology in the twentieth century?

Based on extensive interviews with Ratzinger's students and colleagues, as well as research in archives in
both Bavaria and the United States, Allen's account shows that Ratzinger's deep suspicion of "the world," his
preoccupation with human sinfulness, and his demand for rock-solid loyalty to the church run deep. They
reach into his childhood "in the shadow of the Nazis" and reflect his formative theological influences:
Augustine, Bonaventure, and Martin Luther rather than the world-affirming Thomas Aquinas. In his words,
Ratzinger affirms that "What the church needs today as always are not adulators to extol the status quo, but
men whose humility and obedience are not less than their passion for the truth; . . .men who love the church
more than the ease and the unruffled course of their personal destiny."-Joseph Ratzinger (1962)>
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From reader reviews:

Anne Stewart:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Pope Benedict XVI: A Biography of Joseph
Ratzinger ended up being making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The book Pope Benedict XVI: A Biography of Joseph Ratzinger
is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You
can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book Pope
Benedict XVI: A Biography of Joseph Ratzinger. You never really feel lose out for everything in the event
you read some books.

Phyllis Sharrow:

Often the book Pope Benedict XVI: A Biography of Joseph Ratzinger has a lot details on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
reading this article book.

Gregory Eubanks:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Pope Benedict XVI: A Biography of
Joseph Ratzinger e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Pope Benedict XVI: A Biography of
Joseph Ratzinger as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can
break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth
sense.

Katrina Hering:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Pope Benedict XVI: A
Biography of Joseph Ratzinger.
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