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Seminar paper from the year 2009 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade:
1,0, University of Bremen, language: English, abstract: Othello already raised questions about the nature of
race, its social implications and about the correlation of outer appearances and inner qualities. The matter of
skin colour and racist stereotyping is evident in Othello and it is vital for the interpretation of the play. As an
“extravagant and wheeling stranger/ Of here, and every where” (1.1.135-136). Othello is not just like any
other man, but largely defined by his origin and colour. In this paper I want to examine the role of Othello's
skin colour in the play and if we can consider the play as racist. Although these questions are today probably
more relevant than ever, my main focus will be to analyse the importance of race in the context of
Shakespeare's times.
In order to answer the question, whether or not Othello is a racist drama, I first have to define the term 'race'.
As the concept of race has changed over time and is still changing, I will also look at Elizabethan attitudes
towards race and foreigners and how strangers were portrayed on the Elizabethan stage. The play is not set in
England, but in Venice, a place that serves a certain function in the play, which I will also examine. In the
second part of this paper I will look at the play itself and its characters. I will analyse the different roles and
their attitudes towards Othello's colour and how they influence Othello's self-perception and his personal
fate. In Othello skin colour and blackness stand for more than just physical appearance or cultural
background, but it is also linked to the character's inner lives and it largely determines the outcome of the
play. The importance of racial concepts in Othello will be examined in the last part of this paper.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Jordan:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Othello - A Racist Play?. You can choose the best book if
you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book Othello - A Racist Play?. You
can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from
book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's study.

Edward Salazar:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Othello - A Racist Play?, you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Matthew Hood:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your small
amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that need more time to
be study. Othello - A Racist Play? can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those
short extra time problems.

Sarah Creamer:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Othello - A Racist Play? is
simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not
possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier
to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.
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