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Leonard Bernstein touched millions of lives as composer, conductor, teacher, and activist. He frequently
visited homes around the world through the medium of television, particularly through his fifty-three award-
winning Young People’s Concerts (1958-1972), which at their height were seen by nearly ten million in over
forty countries. Originally designed for young viewers but equally attractive to eager adults, Bernstein’s
brilliance as a teacher shined brightly in his televised presentations. And yet, despite the light touch of the
“maestro,” the innocence of his audience, and the joyousness of each show’s topic, the turbulence of the
times would peek through.

In this first in-depth look at the series, Alicia Kopfstein-Penk’s Leonard Bernstein and His Young People’s
Concerts illustrates how the cultural, social, political, and musical upheavals of the long sixties impacted
Bernstein’s life and his Young People’s Concerts. Responding to trends in corporate sponsorship, censorship,
and arts programming from the Golden Age of Television into the 1970s, the Young People’s Concerts
would show the impact of and reflect the social and cultural politics of the Cold War, Vietnam, the Civil
Rights and Women’s Movements, and the Counterculture. Bernstein cheerfully bridged classical and popular
tastes, juxtaposing the Beatles with Mozart even as he offered personal, televised pleas for peace and unity.
At the same time, the concerts reflect Bernstein’s troubled relationship as a professional musician with the
dominance of atonality and his quest to nurture American music.

Anyone who enjoys the oeuvre of Leonard Bernstein, has watched his Young People’s Concerts, or is
passionate about the history of the long sixties will find in Leonard Bernstein and His Young People’s
Concerts a story of all three captured in this monumental study.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Case:

The book Leonard Bernstein and His Young People's Concerts can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a
book Leonard Bernstein and His Young People's Concerts? Some of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to
share all of these. Book Leonard Bernstein and His Young People's Concerts has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Mildred Bostwick:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book,
may be the publication untitled Leonard Bernstein and His Young People's Concerts can be excellent book to
read. May be it might be best activity to you.

James Ritchey:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Leonard Bernstein and His Young
People's Concerts is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If
you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Derek Clancy:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just in search of the Leonard Bernstein and His Young People's Concerts when you desired it?
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