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Through widespread and rel entless surprise attacks and ambushes, Confederate guerrillas drove Union
soldiers and their leaders to desperation. Confederate cavalrymen engaged in hit-and-run tactics; autonomous
partisan rangers preyed on Federa railroads, telegraph lines, and supply wagons; and civilian bushwhackers
waylaid Union pickets. Together, all of these actions persuaded the Union to wage an increasingly punitive
war.

Clay Mountcastle presents a new look at the complex nature of guerrillawarfarein the Civil War and the
Union Army's calculated response to it. He examines guerrilla attacks and Federal responses in a number of
operational theaters to show how the problem grew throughout the South and ultimately convinced the Union
to adopt retaliatory measures that challenged the sensibilities of even the most hardened soldiers.

In revealing the impact that Confederate guerrilla activity had on the Union's prosecution of the war,
Mountcastle reveals how the character of the war was shaped every bit as much by the troops on the ground
as by their Union leaders. He draws on primary sources that vividly convey their reaction to the guerrilla
problem and their justification for punitive action-with guerrillas described by one angry soldier as "thieves
and murderers by occupation, rebels by pretense, soldiers only in name, and cowards by nature." Showing
how much of the impetus for retaliation originated from the bottom up, starting in the western theater in
1861, he describes how it became the most influential factor in convincing Union generals, especially Grant
and Sherman, that the war needed to be extended to include civilians and their property. The result was a
level of destructiveness that has been downplayed by other scholars-despite the evidence of executions and
incidents of entire towns being burned to the ground.

By 1864, punitive action had evolved into such a powerful and decisive force that it produced what has been
caled "awarfare of frightfulness." And although guerrilla activity deviled the Union until the end, the
Union's response ultimately proved a significant factor in persuading leaders like General Leeto call ahalt to
such actions and, ultimately, to surrender. Mountcastle's book offers the most revealing look yet at this
incompletely understood dimension of the Civil War and also raises provocative questions about the
relationship between guerrilla and conventiona warfare in any conflict.
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From reader reviews:
Linda Cunningham:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with friendsis thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Punitive War: Confederate Guerrillas and
Union Reprisals (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)), you may enjoy both. It isvery
good combination right, you still want to missit? What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh occur its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Linda Spaulding:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by itsinclude may doesn't
work hereisdifficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Punitive War: Confederate Guerrillas and Union Reprisals
(Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the
outside or cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Warren Zeigler:

This Punitive War: Confederate Guerrillas and Union Reprisals (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies
(Hardcover)) is brand-new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information as it relief your
hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still
having small amount of digest in reading this Punitive War: Confederate Guerrillas and Union Reprisals
(Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the
form which is reachable by anyone, yes| mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book
form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book isthe answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book
especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss
theideal Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Brad Sharpe:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Punitive War: Confederate Guerrillas and
Union Reprisals (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) was colorful and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book Punitive War: Confederate Guerrillas and Union Reprisals (Modern
War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents.
For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore



not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the
best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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