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It has been customary to see the Muslim theologian Abu Hamid al-Ghazali (d. 1111) as a vehement critic of
philosophy, who rejected it in favour of Islamic mysticism (Sufism), a view which has come under increased
scrutiny in recent years.

This book argues that al-Ghazali was, instead, one of the greatest popularisers of philosophy in medieval
Islam. The author supplies new evidence showing that al-Ghazali was indebted to philosophy in his theory of
mystical cognition and his eschatology, and that, moreover, in these two areas he accepted even those
philosophical teachings which he ostensibly criticized. Through careful translation into English and detailed
discussion of more than 80 key passages (with many more surveyed throughout the book), the author shows
how al-Ghazali’s understanding of "mystical cognition" is patterned after the philosophyof Avicenna (d.
1037). Arguing that despite overt criticism, al-Ghazali never rejected Avicennian philosophy and that his
mysticism itself is grounded in Avicenna’s teachings, the book offers a clear and systematic presentation of
al-Ghazali’s "philosophical mysticism."

Challenging popular assumptions about one of the greatest Muslim theologians of all time, this is an
important reference for scholars and laymen interested in Islamic theology and in the relations between
philosophy and mysticism.
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From reader reviews:

Timmy Gallegos:

The book Inspired Knowledge in Islamic Thought: Al-Ghazali's Theory of Mystical Cognition and Its
Avicennian Foundation (Culture and Civilization in the Middle East) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for
your spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book
Inspired Knowledge in Islamic Thought: Al-Ghazali's Theory of Mystical Cognition and Its Avicennian
Foundation (Culture and Civilization in the Middle East) for being your habit, you can get more advantages,
like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to
know everything if you like start and read a publication Inspired Knowledge in Islamic Thought: Al-
Ghazali's Theory of Mystical Cognition and Its Avicennian Foundation (Culture and Civilization in the
Middle East). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals.
So , how do you think about this book?

Vanessa Palacios:

The book Inspired Knowledge in Islamic Thought: Al-Ghazali's Theory of Mystical Cognition and Its
Avicennian Foundation (Culture and Civilization in the Middle East) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book
Inspired Knowledge in Islamic Thought: Al-Ghazali's Theory of Mystical Cognition and Its Avicennian
Foundation (Culture and Civilization in the Middle East)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you
could share all of these. Book Inspired Knowledge in Islamic Thought: Al-Ghazali's Theory of Mystical
Cognition and Its Avicennian Foundation (Culture and Civilization in the Middle East) has simple shape
however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up
and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Shawn Calvin:

Exactly why? Because this Inspired Knowledge in Islamic Thought: Al-Ghazali's Theory of Mystical
Cognition and Its Avicennian Foundation (Culture and Civilization in the Middle East) is an unordinary book
that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.



Rosa Rodriguez:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from the
book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just searching for the Inspired Knowledge in Islamic Thought: Al-Ghazali's Theory of Mystical Cognition
and Its Avicennian Foundation (Culture and Civilization in the Middle East) when you necessary it?
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